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uing knotiy.problem we have had with one of the old DOB cases. We ought to .~
The one U '

concerned is whether or not we still have any rel\a.tionsl'ip with hﬂERLAK
I would assume that we don't. In andition, presunmbly-he -still } holds an

take OO off the hook on this soonest,

own as far as I am S

N influential position in the BNR. If such is the case, .it probably\\gould not be
wise to offend him by revealing to his relatives the fact that he h accepted

responsibility for their trip to the Soviet Union. In this case it might then

be necessary for us to reimburse these people as a matter of security and
Js somewhat ha.ndxcapped by the lack of any compres——====<%

public relations.(C

hensible records or case files on th‘

2. I wish that you would look into this and determine the equities .

Whatever decision you make is fine with me on this.
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_~the UeS.y for legal travel to Byalorussia, and was brieted on. qualifications

_wis told that this was not the intent and that our man C onhd N

a trip to Byulorussia. They made this trip apparently under close scmtmy

Philip E. Launis (C.M.),the ‘80 called’ middle—man in th.ﬁs situation, s

was emnloyed by this Agency as'a contract apotter for the period

1 October 1957 through 21 July 1959 at a salary of 6150.00 per month.

A -
He was under the imediate control of. staff employees C__ J,__f
C 3 and C J during this period. His primy value

He was born on

was in the Byelorussian area of Soviet 1nf1uence.

25 December 1919 in Dzietomla. in the fomexf Polish part of Byelorussis, .-

and progressively became :Lnt'luent:l.al in Byelorussian affairs in exile.’:

He founded the White Russian ‘Association in Argentina, later becaning

chaiman of the TU. S. Council of the RiR, ’ : e

» ol

As early as 13 January 1958 Subject was approached by E J»‘ : o

oo (.

regarding submission of 2-3 candidates, cit:i.zena of

for such candidatest_s:wall as accomplishments expected. At this time he '- “

@tated he yould proba_bly do»thia under the guiéé of BNR sPonSorship, but

G, ..

indicate other than BNR interest. . )
' Subsequently in 1958 and 1959 be adviéed our people of certain »
individuals who he knew were available for such travel, o, =
In the early part of 1959 conversationa,..mmﬂ*-oul,- were held §
between f 3 and Launis regarding the possible use of the !Hll'laka on

by the Comunists, were arrested, £ilm confiacated, and subjeeted to almczt AR
constant gurveillahce. Upon their return they were debriefed and subse=-
quently told that there would be no’,lreimbursemnt for the tirip and/or o '

their efforts. It was felt in December 1959 that this would close the

case but it obviously has not.




» Review of .the file brings out the fcl_.lowing»salienttfactst' :
‘1. mhasia had been placed on recruitment of Byelorussian mnsm
, .candidates éu;;ficimt to'make this an cb:]ecti\%e for launis.
0' 2. He 'did react to this emphasis by making certain Fé&nmendations
| snd furnishing caiididate péﬁnuala in addition to the :Mirlaks.

3 ' Nothing e:dat.s in, tbe files indicating final Agency approval or

) even cese officer aseent for these people to travel under our onus.

There wae obrious dilatory ection on the part of the Agency in . ‘

making 8 fiml decision aa to whether or not to back the travel

of these people.

' .‘-:’lhey were given usignments by Hierlek, partzcularly in t.he Minsk

N N S e Ou.r Agency 00 people debriefed them, lending credence. ' '
; C i N i

' ‘°‘ h 7. A yery_obvio\xa economy measure was applied.indiserimineioiy.inthis—easo.
8.', '"'"‘-CJO""has m&fa than an averdge interest in this case since the final
. disposition of it-can well affect 00 inﬂuence in'this area and specit‘ically !

- B with this ettinic group.

9.; A statement was made by an Agency representat:l.ve statmg that if- they ) . '
" were used, perhape ¥r. Marlak's portian, 8900.00 might_be paid.

: ; . . .1 . J . . - _& £ - 3
Actaally, there are.mar;_i facets to'this case, Wt procrastination seems
. - s . . o - :

. to'be promi.nent among ﬂieh "es well as:2 lack of erbitreticn ‘on the part_of

- "',-"t'he Agency, A pouibility of use waa constantly held out “to thesepecple, -
N .'although no rinal comn..tment was ever made. M;_Lerlak reluctantly signed
these sta.tements and no-doubt regrem them. It is felt thet he perhaps

P 1has told them about his acceptance of responsibility, tut hes quietly
advised t.hem to puah on their own since he himself Eeels no. current oo
obligatlon to us, A'.Lso we mast not averlook the position of the. Agency B .

R
-in this ethnic communlty. T A B 3
. o . : : y A
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